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Abstract Previous records of Agabus congener (Thunberg) from Japan and the 
Kurile Islands are revised. Two different species have been confused under that name. 
One of them is described as a new species, A. matsumotoi, and the other is A. 
thomsoni (J. Sahlberg). 


According to our recent study, we have concluded that some records from Japan 
and the Kurile Islands of Agabus congener (Thunberg), which is distributed over the 
Palearctic Region, result from mis-identifications. We therefore propose herewith 
a new name, A. matsumotoi, for the Japanese species. The Kurile species is identified 
with A. thomsoni (J. Sahlberg). 

We are much indebted to Dr. Shun-Ichi Ueno, Messrs. Terutsune Abe, Hideaki 
Matsumoto and Masato Mori for their kind help in many ways. 


Agabus matsumotoi M. Sato et Nilsson, sp. nov. 

(Figs. 1-2) 

Gaurodytes congener. Nakane, 1959, Akitu, Kyoto, 8 : 98, fig. 8; 1964, Fragm. coleopt. japon., (2): 5. 

Agabus congener: Sato, 1985, Coleopt. Japan Col., Osaka, 2 : 194, pi. 35, fig. 3.- Nakane, 1989, 

Nat. & Ins., Tokyo, 24 ( 9 ): 14, 24 ( 11 ): 27. 

Body oblong-oval, ratio of total length to maximum width 1.86-1.93, and pol¬ 
ished; head, pronotum, scutellum and ventral surface black with brownish tinge; elytra 
brown to dark brown with light peripheries; legs and mouth appendages reddish 
brown. 

Head micro-reticulate; clypeus slightly emarginate in front. Pronotum about 2.5 
times as broad as long, broadest at the base which is about 1.5 times as broad as an¬ 
terior breadth; surface micro-reticulate almost as on head. 

Elytra about 1.2 times as broad as pronotum, about 1.5 times as long as broad, 
broadest at apical third, thence slightly narrowed anteriad and distinctly rounded 
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Figs. 1-2. Agabus matsumotoi M. Sato et Nilsson, sp. nov.-1, Habitus; 2, median lobe 

of male genitalia in lateral aspect. 


posteriad; surface finely micro-reticulate; each elytron furnished with two irregular 
rows of punctures; interstices from 1st row to lateral side scattered with punctures in 
posterior two-thirds. 

Ventral surface finely striolate and finely micro-reticulate in part. Prosternal 
process broad, lanceolate, slightly convex and minutely punctate; metasternal wings 
rather slender, ratio of the width of metacoxa to the width of metasternum 2.7-2.9. 

Male genitalia slender; subapical ventral spine more or less stout and rounded at 
apex. 

Length; 8.0-8.7 mm; breadth; 4.3-4.5 mm. 

Holotype: Nissho-toge, Hokkaido, 8—VIII—1985, M. Sato leg. Allotype: 

same data as for the holotype. Paratypes: 26 exs., same data as for the holotype; 

17 exs., Toun, Kamikawa, Hokkaido, 17—VIII—1986, 4-X-1986, H. Matsumoto leg.; 

18 exs., Tenmaku, Kamikawa, Hokkaido, 4-X-1987, H. Matsumoto leg.; 4 exs., 
Shikotsu-maruyama, Hokkaido, 19—X—1986, M. Mori leg.; 7 exs., Tennyogahara, 
Daisetsu-zan Mts., Hokkaido, 29—VIII—1977, M. Sato leg.; 15 exs., Sekihoku-toge, 
Hokkaido, 5-VII1-1985, 20-VIII-l990, M. Sato leg.; 12 exs., 30-VIII-1988, Y. & T. 
Abe leg.; 7 exs., Ranru, Hippu, Hokkaido, 28—IX—1986, 25-X-1986, H. Matsumoto 
leg.; 9 exs., Tanne-mura Marsh, Nemuro, Hokkaido, 31 —VIII—1988, Y. & T. Abe leg.; 
2 exs., Atosanupuri, Kushiro, Hokkaido, 24-V-1967, I. Hiura leg.; 2 exs., Horoman, 
Hokkaido, 3—VIII—1985, M. Sato leg.; 4 exs., Abeshinai-gawa Keikoku, Hokkaido, 
16—VIII— 1990, M. Sato leg.; 4 exs., Sakkuru, Hokkaido, 16—VIII—1990, M. Sato leg. 

Holo-, alio- and most paratypes are deposited in the collection of the Biological 
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Laboratory, Nagoya Women’s University. The remaining paratypes are distributed 
to the collections of the following institutions and entomologists: Natn. Sci. Mus. 
(Nat. Hist.), Tokyo, Ehime Univ., Umea Univ., Naturhist. Mus., Basel, Smithsonian 
Inst., Mr. T. Abe and Mr. H. Matsumoto. 

The present new species is very closely allied to Agabus congener (Thunberg, 
1794), but it is distinguished from the latter by the larger body, rounded subapical 
ventral spine of male genitalia, broad prosternal process, slender metasternal wings, 
and so on. 


Agabus thomsoni (J. Sahlberg) 

Gaurodytes thomsoni J. Sahlbkrg, 1871, Not. Sallsk. Fauna Flora Fennica, 11: 409. 

Gcnirodytes congener. Kono, 1944, Chishima Gakujutsu-chosa-kenkyu-tai Hokokusho, 1:81. 

Agabus congener : Kamiya, 1935, Zool. Mag., Tokyo, 47 : 506. 

Agabus {Gaurodytes) congener : Kamiya, 1938, J. Tokyo Nogyo Daigaku, 5: 33; 1938, Fauna Nipponica, 
Tokyo, 10(8-11): 77. 

Agabus sp.: Kano, 1933, Bull, biogeogr. Soc. Japan, 4 : 98. 

Though recorded by Kono (1944) from Paramusir Island, we have concluded that 
his A. congener does not belong to that species but to A. thomsoni according to our 
re-examination of the specimen used in his report. Besides, the species recorded by 
Kamiya (1935, 1938 a, b) and Kano (1933) under the same name also belongs to A. 
thomsoni according to their short Japanese descriptions. 

Specimen examined. 1 Kashiwabara, Paramusir, Kuriles, 20—V11— 1941, H. 
Kono & S. Sumimiya leg. (Preserved in the collection of Natn. Sci. Mus., Tokyo). 
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